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The 2008 Virginia General Assembly passed more
than two dozen military or veteran related bills.

Many are designed to improve the quality of life for
the nearly 250,000 uniformed or civilian Department
of Defense workers in the state or the 810,000
veterans that call Virginia home. Among these is the
creation of the Wounded Warrior Initiative, requiring
the Department of Veterans Services to establish a
program to monitor and coordinate existing mental
health and rehabilitative services for veterans and 200BELHILEDTHIELOVETN D of Virginia
their families. Governor Kaine signs military and veteran related legislation at the
Virginia War Memorial in Richmond, April 4, 2008. Photo by Michaele L. White
Other bills will help localities support their military installation neighbors. House Bill 522, for example, broadens the City
of Virginia Beach'’s ability to address encroachment at Naval Air Station Oceana.

On April 30, House Bill 5001/Senate Bill 5001 was approved in special session, and now goes to the governor for review.
The bill creates a program for financing select higher education capital projects, including $18.4 million for a Dahlgren
campus of the University of Mary Washington. This campus will provide post-graduate courses for workers at Naval
Support Facility Dahlgren, and is an important step in supporting the high-tech King George County facility which employs
about 8,000 DoD personnel and another 4,000 contractors.

We've included a select list of approved military or veteran related legislation at the end of this publication .

Coming Events

May 28, 2008

Fort Monroe Federal Area Development
Authority Meeting

Fort Monroe, Va.

Contact: FMFADA, (757) 637-7778

June 30, 2008

Fort Monroe Federal Area Development
Authority Meeting

Fort Monroe, Va.

Contact: FMFADA, (757) 637-7778

Virginia National Guard

"The concept of the National Guardsman is still
alive and well in America," Maj. Gen. Robert B.
Newman Jr., the Adjutant General of Virginia and
VNDIA board member, told Hampton Road’s
WVEB-TV in April.

Newman’s remarks came as the Virginia Army

July 16, 2008
National Guard announced that state troop levels VNDIA Quarterly Board of Directors Meeting
topped 8,000 soldiers, their highest since 1994. July 17, 2008

Fort Monroe Federal Area Development
Authority Meeting

Fort Monroe, Va.

Contact: FMFADA, (757) 637-7778

August 10-13

Association of Defense Communities (ADC)
Annual Conference

L. . i Monterey, Calif.

The Guard was officially commended by a joint resolution (SJ 143) of the 2008 Contact: (202) 822-5256/

Vi rg inia General Assembly. Imaloy@defensecommunities.org

Officials say an increase in recruiters and strong
incentive programs have worked. In some cases
enlistment bonuses have doubled, and Virginia
covers full tuition at state schools for Guard members.

Maj. Gen. Robert B. Newman, Jr.
The Adjutant General of Virginia
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On April 14 VNDIA’
U.S. Fleet Forces Command [PapStme Roundtable
Support & Communi-

eD ST47~ cation Committee was hosted by U.S. Fleet VNDIA conducted its second
Forces Command at Naval Station Norfolk. Community Roundtable on April 9 in
Richmond. As with the first meeting
The command is successor to CINCLANTFLT held in November of last year,
(Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Atlantic Fleet) with | Military-community participation was
enlarged responsibilities for training and very strong with 17 attendees.
readiness of all U.S. naval forces afloat in the ] ]
Atlantic, and worldwide in conjunction with its All gained a better understanding of
sister command in the Pacific. locality-specific concerns, and
VNDIA was able to introduce some
VNDIA was joined by Frank Roberts of the ideas it has for later in the year,
Hampton Roads Military & Federal Facilities including seminars and information
Alliance for a briefing that focused on Virginia-specific issues, including fleet on encroachment mitigation and
concentration and dispersal, encroachment, shipyard issues and the outlying ways communities can assist instal-
landing field process. lations in lowering operating costs.
One item illustrative of the military synergy in Virginia is that the Navy is The roundtable was scheduled to
increasingly using several Virginia installations, including the Army forts Pickett | coincide with the end of the General
and A.P. Hill to provide training for sailors that are being used to augment Assembly session, and another will
ground forces in Iraq and Afghanistan. be planned for later in the year.

VNDIA Directors

Dr. Roseann Runte

The Hon. Joe R. Reeder, Chairman
The Hon. John W. Knapp, Sr., Vice-Chair
Gen. John N. Abrams, USA (Ret.)
Mr. John B. Adams, Jr.
Mr. G. William Beale
Mr. Mark Dobson Betts
Rear Adm. Robert R. Fountain, Jr., USN (Ret.)
Gen. Richard E. Hawley, USAF (Ret.)
Rear Adm. John G. Hekman, USN (Ret.)
Vice Adm. James D. McArthur, Jr. USN (Ret.)
Maj. Gen. Robert B. Newman, Jr., VaNG

Dr. Roseann Runte, VNDIA board
member and president of Old
Dominion University has accepted
the presidency at Carlton University
in Ottawa, Canada, effective July 1.
Appointed by Governor Kaine as
one of the authorities original board
members, VNDIA chairman Joe
Reeder called Dr. Runte a
“cornerstone of our group,” adding
that she brought “an academic flavor
Adm. Donald L. Pilling, USN (Ret.) to what is much more fundamentally

a warrior culture.”
Dr. Roseann O’Reilly Runte
The Hon. Cord A. Sterling Virginia is the top state for full-time DoD
Mr. Kurt H. Tripp employment, with nearly 12 percent of all The Numbel’s
Mr. William L. Welch, Jr. U.S. workers. The Commonwealth is tops
for civilian employment and a close second in active duty personnel.

VN DIA Staff Top Ten States for Defense Employment
Federal Fiscal Year 2006

David G. Dickson, Executive Director Total* Civilian Active Duty Military
(804) 545-5715/ddickson@YesVirginia.org Number  %U.S. Number  %U.S. Number %U.S.
Virginia 209,857 11.7 81,342 12.7 128,515 11.1
R. Stanton Scott, Military Projects Manager california 205,190 11.4 55,709 8.7 149,481 12.9
(804) 545-5717/sscott@YesVirginia.org Texas 160,638 8.9 41,462 6.5 119,176 10.3
North Carolina 120,292 6.7 17,447 2.7 102,845 8.9
Patrick Tremblay, Communications Manager Georgia 101,790 5.7 32,862 5.1 58,928 6.0
(804) 545-5716/ptremblay@YesVirginia.org Florida 84,172 47 26,072 4.1 58,100 5.0
Washington 74,388 4.1 24,501 3.8 49,387 4.3
901 E. Byrd St., 19th Floor Hawaii 62,445 3.5 17,079 T 45,366 3.9
Richmond, VA 23219 Maryland 60,375 3.4 30,749 4.3 29,626 2.6
www.VNDIA.org Kentucky 47,969 2.7 5,170 1.4 38,799 3.4
U.5. Total 1,798,632 100 642,324 100 1,156,308 100

*Does not include Reserve or National Guard
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2008 Virginia General Assembly Select Military/Veteran Related Legislation
As of May 2, 2008
Bill # Catch line Patron  Last Action
HB30 Budget Bill Putney 04/23/08_ House/Senate approved bill
communicated to Gov.
HB/SB 21st Century Capital Improvement Program; created, report./ Putney/  04/30/08 Passed House and Senate
5001* Capital outlay projects; issuance of bonds. EMERGENCY BILL. Colgan  in Special Session
HB2 License plates, special; eliminates fee to family of persons who have died in mil. service. Tata 03/07/08 Approved by Governor
HB229 Veterans services; Dept. to establish guidelines for eligibility for domiciled veterans, etc. Cosgrove 03/08/08 Approved by Governor
HB319 Fishing permit, special; issued to patients from veterans or mil. hospitals. Cox 02/22/08 Approved by Governor
HB469 Motor vehicle license fees; prohibits dealers from collecting in certain localities. Watts 03/10/08 Approved by Governor
HB474 Virginia War Memorial; State to advance loan for constr. of an educational wing. Cox 03/02/08 Approved by Governor
HBA475 Veterans; Commissioner et al., to establish comprehensive program to address mental Cox 03/12/08 Approved by Governor
health needs.
Veterans Services Foundation; established as body politic and to fund veteran services
HB477 and programs. Cox 03/08/08 Enacted
HB520 Freedom of Information Act; exemptions for local or regional military organizations. Suit 03/27/08 Approved by Governor
HB521 Mechanics' lien; those against vehicles owned by active duty members of military. Suit 03/03/08 Approved by Governor
HB522 Jet bases; land use adjacent to certain. EMERGENCY BILL: Effective as of 3/27/08 Suit 03/27/08 Approved by Governor
HB523 Vehicle safety inspection; extends time for service members. Suit 03/27/08 Approved by Governor
HB524 Tuition, in-state; eligibility for certain military personnel. Suit 03/27/08 Approved by Governor
HB525 Vehicle registration fees; exempts member and dependent of armed forces of the U.S. Suit 04/11/08 Law w/out Gov. Signature
HB798 Absentee ballot applications; may receive by electronic transmission. Englin 03/04/08 Approved by Governor
Teachers; provisional and local eligibility licenses if military personnel. EMERGENCY BILL:
HB809 Effective as of 3/4/08 Ward 02/29/08 Approved by Governor
HB839 Interoperability Executive Committee; established, report. Sherwood 03/04/08 Approved by Governor
HB1024 Military personnel; extension of deadlines for driver's license renewal, etc. Frederick 03/12/08 Approved by Governor
HB1386 fseizjrgrl:?-dlsabled veteran-owned small business programs; aligns state's requirements with Miller, J.H. 03/10/08 Approved by Governor
SB188 Military Parents Equal Protection Act; created. Herring  03/27/08 Approved by Governor
SB266 License plates, special; issuance to Purple Heart recipients. Deeds 03/12/08 Approved by Governor
SB580 War Memorial Foundation; increase in membership. Edwards  03/12/08 Approved by Governor
HJ72 Seaports; joint subcommittee to study public-private partnership. Purkey  03/05/08 Agreed
HJ291 Commending the Richmond Area Chapt. of the Military Officers Assoc. of America. Cox 02/14/08 Agreed
HJ379 Commending Roseann Runte. Cosgrove 02/21/08 Agreed
SJ122 Rapid transit network, regional; joint subcommittee to study feasibility of creating. Colgan  03/05/08 Agreed
SJ143 Commending the Virginia National Guard. Herring  02/22/08 Agreed
SJ186 Commending the U. S. Army Reserve on the occasion of its 100th anniversary. Martin 02/22/08 Agreed

*HB5001/SB5001 was HB1547 which failed in regular session.
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